
Allerdale Borough Council 
 

Executive – 15 July 2020 
 

Local Occupancy Restrictions Policy (LORP) 
 

  
The Reason for the Decision To ensure that the Council has a formally adopted 

policy detailing how restrictions imposed by 
section 157 and section 37 Housing Act 1985 will 
be enforced.    

This policy specifically relates to former Council 
properties bought under the right to buy scheme 
and any property disposed of in National Parks 
and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

The existing Policy has been in place since 2013 
and requires minor amendments as well as formal 
adoption by the Council’s Executive.  

  
Summary of options considered  
 
 
 

The Council should decide whether it should: 

1. Adopt a formal policy to ensure that section 

157 and section 37 Housing Act 1985 are being 

complied with and to ensure that housing 

remains available to local households; or  

2. Continue to have an informal arrangement in 
place and be open to challenge by those 
deemed ineligible, or-; 

 
3. Do nothing. 

  
Recommendations That the Executive supports the introduction of a 

formal approach to enforcing section 157 and 
section 37 Housing Act 1985 which will ensure 
that local households are given priority when the 
purchasing homes in their local area.  
 
That any future minor amendments are delegated 
to the Head of Service Strategy Policy and 
Performance, in consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder for Policy, Governance and People 
Resources. 

  
Financial /  Resource Implications None – This policy will be managed within 

existing resources. 
  
Legal / Governance Implications The Council is within its rights as a beneficiary to 

the restriction imposed on such a property, to 
consider applications and grant consent in 
accordance with its local needs and policies, 



although this is to stay in line with the criteria 
outlined in S.157 of the Housing Act 1985 and its 
intended benefit to local residents.  

  
Community Safety Implications None 

 
  
Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications 

None 
 

  
Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed 

EIA completed March 2020 
 

  
Wards Affected Keswick, Derwent Valley, Crummock, Boltons, 

Warnell, Marsh, Waver, Silloth, Holme, 
Netherhall, Solway, and Ellen. 
 

  
The contribution this decision would 
make to the Council’s priorities 

This policy supports the priority of meeting local 
housing need in areas where housing is limited.  
This policy contributes to the People objective 
“Building stronger and healthier communities” by 
ensuring that we meet the identified need as set 
out in the Council Housing Strategy 2016-2021. 
This also contributes to the objective “Thriving 
Towns and Villages” as set out in the Council 
Strategy 2020-2030.   

  
Is this a Key Decision Yes 
  
Portfolio Holder Councillor Marion Fitzgerald, Portfolio Holder for 

Policy, Governance and People Resources. 
  
Lead Officer  Andrea Smith, Policy Manager (Housing) 
 

 
Report Implications (Please delete where applicable). 
 
Community Safety N Financial N 

Legal Y Partnership N 

Social Inclusion N Asset Management N 

Equality Duty N Health and Safety N 

Employment (internal) N Employment  

(external to the Council) 

N 

 
    

    

    

Background papers ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 



 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 The use of Local Occupancy Restrictions is a policy tool, which attempts to 

intervene in the housing market by steering what is a finite supply of housing 
opportunities in rural areas towards occupants who can demonstrate a link to the 
locality and a need to live in a given location. 

 
1.2 The policy was introduced on the basis that Allerdale Borough Council has the 

benefit of restrictions registered against former Council properties (para 2.1 (a) of 
the LORP) and Affordable Housing (paragraph 2.1 (c) of the LORP).  These 
properties will be within the boundary either of the Lake District National Park or 
the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

 
2.0 Content  
 
2.1   The purpose of this policy is to ensure that local people continue to have access 

to housing which remains affordable and which serves local need. 
 
2.2 Local people often find it difficult to access suitable housing in the area where 

they live or have previously lived and as such, this policy will provide an 
opportunity for qualifying people to access housing in particular areas where it is 
limited. 

 
2.3  Local Occupancy Restrictions may be registered against various types of 

properties, however the three main types of local occupancy restrictions are: 
 

a. Former Council Houses as a result of right-to-buy legislation (which this 
policy will cover); 

b. New properties or residential conversions of old buildings as a result of 
planning conditions under a s106 Agreement or similar; 

c. Affordable Housing (including renting) as a result of planning conditions, 
covenants or similar restrictions. 

           
2.4  Section 157 Housing Act 1985 deals with restrictions on the disposal of dwelling-

housing in National Parks and AONB including former Council properties.  
Appendix 1 of the LORP sets out the requirements within this Act. 

2.5 Section 37 Housing Act 1985 deals with restrictions on the disposal of dwelling-
houses in National Parks and AONB including affordable/former social housing.  
Appendix 2 of LORP sets outs the requirements within this Act. 

2.6 The Lake District National Park Authority imposes local occupancy restrictions on 
properties in the National Park pursuant to planning conditions under a s106 
legal Agreement of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.       

Where the Council decides to register local occupancy restrictions on new-build 
development properties within the National Park we will be guided by the Lake 
District National Park current Development Plan and its Supplementary Planning 
Document.    

2.7 The Council sets separate qualifying criteria where a property is to be let by a 
Registered Housing Provider in restricted parishes.  Those criteria are set out in 
the Council’s Local Lettings Policy. 



 

3.0 Proposed Policy Changes 

3.1 There are no changes to the existing LORP in respect of the legislation.  Some 
minor amendments are proposed to the Council’s management of requests for a 
general exception to the restrictions as set out in section 7.1 of the LORP.  

In the future, such requests will be managed by the Policy Manager (Housing), 
rather than the legal team to ensure eligibility criteria checks for affordable 
housing is met and monitored, and where an appeal is received against the initial 
decision this will be referred to a Head of Service or more Senior Officer for 
adjudication.  

      
4.0 Recommendations 
 
4.1 That the Executive formally adopts the Local Occupancy Restrictions Policy as 

set out in Appendix 1 to support local people in accessing housing that meets 
local need. 

 
5.0 Conclusion 
 
5.1 This policy seeks to support local people to access housing which remains 

affordable and which serves local needs.     
 
5.2  The introduction of a LORP helps to retain affordable housing in the area which 

would otherwise be acquired by those who may not have a local connection. 
 

Andrea Smith 
Policy Manager (Housing) 


